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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Rush, rush, rush.

It's all too easy to get caught up in the maya of the world.  Sometimes it's necessary to take a step away from our technological "comforts" to get back in touch with who we are.

And other times, taking a step toward such comforts can be... well, comforting.

I hadn't stopped by the A2 community's chatroom in some time, often because I find it distracting from getting "work" done.  But while toeing a deadline the other night, I decided I needed some distraction.  I'd forgotten how important it can be.

"It" is a misnomer, of course, because a chatroom is only as important as the people in it.  And it was great to get back in touch with old friends, share a few memories, and to plan making new ones.

Syndicommotion may not boast the zillion members of America Online, but it has far more many friends and far fewer strangers.

I'm glad to know you!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Billing Resumption
------------------
Syndicomm is now settled in its new Tennessee residence, and is catching up on billing.  We apologize for the delay in handling these financial matters. 

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========    ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM           590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC            605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2             645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON         650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN            820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG            833   Michele Greb       RPG
Gamebits            GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN          940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES       955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL          990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
WTC Discussion      WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd      WTC

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
The spring and summer movie seasons are nearly upon us, and that means it's time to start speculating!  If you have juicy rumors or news about movies, or want to share debates over which sequels will elate or disappoint, join us in Category 51: Movies of the bulletin board of the HelpDesk Community.

Unix
Page 675
Keyword: UNIX
-------------
The Unix Forum will be opening later this year, providing discussion and support of all varieties of the Unix operating system.  Individuals knowledgeable on any aspect of this topic are welcome to share their expertise as a member of the Unix Forum staff.  We also need a name - something a bit snappier than "The Unix Forum", perhaps!  Whether or not you're currently a member of Syndicomm Online, if you're interested in this opportunity and wish to learn more, please email unix@syndicomm.com.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
What's old is new again - and ever shall be.  Classic franchises such as Pitfall! and Choplifter are seeing new incarnations being released in 2003, while long-running RPGs such as Phantasy Star and Final Fantasy continue to propagate.  Even Nintendo's Legend of Zelda has a highly-anticipated sequel this coming month.  With new games harkening back to old days, and older games available at discounted prices - thanks to the newly-instituted Platinum Hits (Xbox), Player's Choice (GameCube), and Greatest Hits (PlayStation 2) line of games - it's an excellent time for new and old gamers alike to participate in this exciting entertainment.  Discuss your favorite games, new and old, in Gamebits.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
As so aptly demonstrated in "My Big Fat Greek Wedding", your significant other is often part of a bundle package.  Having a boyfriend means not only getting along with his friends, but his brothers, sisters, parents, and other associated relatives as well.  Is love strong enough to overcome these hurdles, if hurdles they be?  Or does the larger picture need to be considered?  One person has some relations to discuss in Category 11, Topic 7: Long-Distance Relationships.  Add your own thoughts and stories elsewhere in Category 11: Continuing Relationships.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Glossing, structure, even topic sentences are all important issues in crafting a fine piece of writing.  But sometimes it's fun to get down to the nitty-gritty, too - especially since those issues are often more obvious to even the untrained eye.  Do you put one space after a period, or two?  Does it depend on the font?  Is it "a historical matter" or "an historical matter"?  Quibble these nuances and others in Category 5: Writing Basics.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems. Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2003 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
